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Abstract
  This study found that African American children, 6 through 12 years of
  age, whose parents had been victims of community violence experienced
  distress symptoms differently, depending on their gender. In the authors'
  previous work, children, age 6-12, whose parents were victims of community
  violence, and whose victimization the children did not witness, were found
  to be experiencing distress symptoms related to their parents'
  victimization. The purpose of this current study was to do further
  analysis to examine children's psychological response to parental
  victimization by gender. Results indicated that all children in the study
  were experiencing symptoms in the borderline clinical range as measured by
  the total score on the Child Behavior Checklist (CBCL), with females
  having a mean score of 39.5 and males having a mean score of 38. The
  differences that were found by gender were in children's expression of
  symptoms; with females experiencing more internalizing symptoms and males
  experiencing more externalizing symptoms. Such results support feminist
  theory, which suggests that girls and boys respond differently to stimuli
  because of gender differences related to socialization. Such distinctions
  may be clinically useful when choosing approaches to behavioral
  interventions. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2004 APA, all rights
  reserved)
